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Symbol, word, or any sign system has meanings. Two eras may have the 
same symbols but the symbols may have different meanings or namings. For 
example, an image of a fish means an astrological symbol (zodiac), on the other 
hand, for Christians, they understood it is a symbol that means following Jesus 
and sharing the message of His love. It means that symbols are historical cultural 
construct. We can assess the symbols meanings based on their historical and 
cultural context. 
According to Bachry (1993; 95) symbol or sign is something like, 
drawing, speech, emblem, etc, which explain or contain meanings for instance 
white for holiness, and rice is a symbol of wealth. There are two kinds of 
symbols: literary and arbitrary symbols. Symbols contain expended view 
therefore; if we are discussing the significance of the literary work, we talk about 
them as symbols.  
According to Roland Barthes in Nauta (2005:10) symbol is sign, (specific 
thing) which is used to facilitate communication between people. Yet, symbol is 
not autonomous, it is always related to culture. 
Keep in mind that literary works are imaginative works, both oral and 
written, fictitious, even though the material or inspiration is taken from the world 
of real, which has been processed by the author so that it cannot be expected that 
reality is the same as real world reality ( Noor, 2004:11). 
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The writer can conclude that symbol has different meaning in different 
culture. For example : in Makassar’s culture, to show their family is dead, they 
wave white flag, but in Bali’s culture they wave yellow flag if their family is dead.  
This novel entitled the Alchemist, by Paulo Coelho, a novelist who lives 
in Sao Paulo, Brazil. Therefore the novel requires interpretation, because it rapidly 
contains symbols, but often readers do not know it and do not understand what the 
writer actually writes through his work.  The  writer  analyzes  the  alchemist  
novel which  tells about a boy named Santiago. He is a sheep shepherd. When he 
was a  child, his parents sent him to a local school in Spain. His parents hoped that 
he  would be a pastor and made his parents proud. Unfortunately, he did not want 
to  be a pastor. He told his father that he wanted to be a shepherd. His father was  
disappointed, but he could not force him to be a pastor. Then, his father bought 
him  60 sheep. Every  day  he  went  to  savannah  to  feed  his  sheep. In the 
Alchemist’s novel, Coelho uses symbols to tell the journey of a shepherd boy. 
Starting with a little prologue about Narcissus and the lake, then the story diverted 
to the story of  Santiago’s journey trying to reach his dream. This child dreams of 
treasure in the Egyptian Pyramid. He dreams the same twice in his sleep, and it 
bring him to enter a new world that he never thought before. 
Especially the novel presents two main symbols that often appear in each 
story telling. These symbols help develop Santiago’s innocent personality so  it 
changes to be wiser and more understand life. 
The writer is interested in analyzing the novel because it can show that 
there are many symbols in occurring dreams. 
3 
 
B. Problem Statement 
Based on the explanation in the background of the study above, the  
researcher  formulates  the research  questions  as  follows: 
1. What are the symbols used in the novel the Alchemist? 
2. What are the meanings of those symbols in the novel Alchemist? 
C. Objectives of The Research 
Based on the research questions above, the objectives of the study are: 
1. To analyze the symbols used in the novel the Alchemist. 
2. To analyze the meaning of those symbols in the novel Alchemist. 
D. Significance of The Research 
Practically the  researcher  expects that this study will give contribution 
to  students majoring in literature, to novel’s lovers, and to psychologist  in 
analyzing  the relation of somebody’s symbol of dreams. Theoretically, the 
researcher hopes  that it could give advantages to literature development in 
improving the knowledge  about the semiotics. 
E. Scope of The Research 
In this  study, the  researcher  only  discusses the symbols of dream 









REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
A. Previous  Findings 
In  this  section, the  writer  presented  some  previous  findings  of 
research  which  have  relation with  this  research. 
Rosida (2007) in her  thesis  “ The analysis of symbol in the novel “The 
Scarlet Letter” by Nathaniel Hawthorne”. In her  thesis  she  analyzes study use 
semiotic approach because this analysis about symbol in the novel. The data were 
analyzed by using Richard’s theory. 
Hikmah (2008)  in  her  thesis  “The Power Of Symbols In Jalaluddin 
Rumi’s Prose “Fihi Ma Fihi” ( It is what it is)”.  In  her  thesis  she  analyzed by 
Hermeneutics and Semiotic Approach Those symbols reflected self unity to Allah 
for most creator, and also embody “wahda al wujud” unity of existence. 
Melani (2010) in  her  thesis,  “Analyze the Symbol in The Da Vinci Code 
novel by Dan Brown”. She focus in descriptive qualitative analysis used to 
explain kids of symbols that found in this novel. 
Based  on  the  above  thesis  there  is  a  similarity  to  the  title  which  
the  writer  will  be  analyze.  The  similarity among those previous researchers 
above with this research is to figure out the kinds of symbols are the branch of 
semiotic that containing in literary works. While the differences among them with 
this research can be seen from the object of the research. Rosida, in her thesis 
analyzing the symbols containing in the novel “ The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel 
Hawthorne” by using Richard’s theory. Melani, in her thesis analyzing and 
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explaining the kids of symbols containing in the novel “ The Da Vinci Code by 
Dan Brown” by using Revsina’s theory. The last, Hikmah in Jalaluddin Rumi’s 
Prose “Fihi Ma Fihi” (It is what it is) by using Hermeneutics and semiotic 
approaches. And this research it self focusing on Symbols of dream on Santiago’s 
life in Paulo Coelho’s The Alchemist by using Pierce’s theory. 
B. Semiotics 
The semiotics tradition begins with a linguist named Ferdinand de 
Saussure and then followed by Charles sanders Peirce and Umberto Eco. Whereas 
Barthes prefers to use the term semiology in analyzing these signs. The semiotics 
proposed by Saussure turned out has a little difference, because Saussure’s 
semiotics is semiotic in structure based on general linguistics, while Peirce’s   
semiotic is analytical which is based on philosophy. 
Semiotics is a branch of science that deals with mark assessment and 
everything related to signs, such as sign and system the process that applies to 
sign users ( Van zoest, 1993:1). 
Signs there can also be anything that in a human life, because of signs is 
something else that can be experience, thoughts, feelings, ideas, and others ( 
Nurgiyantoro, 2005:40). After being classified, the sign is interpreted to produce 
an understanding of the novel text. 
Etymology: from “semeion” ( Greek, “sign) Semiotics is a field of 
reseach that studies signs as an essential part of cultural life and communication. 
According to Jacobson’s ( 1976: 47) semiotics, we can only know culture (and 
reality) by means of signs, through the processes of signification. 
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C.  Charles Sanders Pierce’s Semiotic Theory 
In this chapter the researcher used Charles Sanders Pierce’s theory, he is 
one of the popular philosophers that give an attention to semiotics study so, the 
researcher used his theory. Charles Sanders Pierce’s was an American 
Philosopher, he was born in Cambridge, Massachusetts on 10
th 
September 1839, 
and died in Milford, Pennsylvania on 19
th
 April 1914 (aged 74). 
pierce gives the definition of the semiotic as sign of something and it is 
understood by someone or has a meaning to someone. Pierce has stated that the 
signs are independent to influence somebody in some respect or capacity. 
To analyze the symbol contained in the novel Alchemist, the researcher 
will use the semiotic analysis Peirce. Then Peirce’s semiotics in Wardoyo ( 
2005:3 ), classifying signs into three types, namely: icon, index, and symbol. And 
he separates two triads: 
1. Pierce’s First Triad: Sign, Interpretant, Object 
Sign is something we perceive, and which represents something else. 
According to Pierce there are many kinds of signs (Pierce separated 
66 classes of signs). The sign trigger’s in the observer’s mind 
another kind of mental sign, the interpretant. The  sign stands for 
something in the real world, the object (or referent). 
2. Pierce’s Second Triad’s: Icon, Index, Symbol. 
a. Icon, which has natural relation between signifier and signified. 
For example: man and the picture of  women 
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b. Index, which has casual relation of signifier and signified, for 
example: smoke is sign of fire 
c. Symbol, is sign which has arbitrary or convensional relation 
between signifier and signified, for example: coffin is symbol of 
death. 
what usually goes for a sign for regular conversation Pierce called a 
representament. Pierce did so, in order to recognize the representament from the 
other two signs components, that as we might note, can ended up signs in their 
claim right. The representament is something that enters into connection with is 
object, the second component of the sign. The third component of the sign is the 
interpretant. It is grenerally talking and adequate for our reason, near to what we 
would as a rule takes as the sign’s meaning. 
 
D. Kind of Symbol 
A symbol can be defined in the following way according to Gill Richard 
( 1995 :13) 
a. Traditional Symbol 
Most symbols are tradition, the more we read ( and talk to 
readers of poetry) the more we will become acquainted with how 
word functions symbol call. For instance: there are many symbols 
for death-sleep, sunset, the reaper and many associated with what 
lies beyond death, such as a river reaching the see or making a 
journey from which there is not return. Other frequently used 
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symbols are: flowers for the shortness of life, bird for the soul, a 
garden for a perfect order. Those are just a few as we read and 
discuss literature, we will become aware of how writer give a 
symbolic life to many of their life. 
b. New Symbol 
In some cases, a poet makes new symbol. For years The 
Ancient City of Byzantium was a symbol of the perfect blending of 
the arts of living and the visual arts ( or what is sometimes called art 
and nature). 
      According to Revsina (1915: 68) kinds of symbol are: 
a. Objects, usually the symbols we find in the literature are inanimate 
object. 
Such as glass, rose, ring, chair, and etc. 
b. Characters, symbolic characters in some fiction or plays are not well 
rounded and fully known, but are seen fleetingly and remain slightly 
mysterious. 
c. Sense, sometimes a symbol addresses a sense rather than sight. 
d. Setting, in fiction, feature or physical photograph can provide rich 
suggestion. 
e. Action, a symbolic act is a gesture with large significant than usual. 
E. Symbol 
The Alchemist is a novel full of symbols. Using these symbols by Coelho 
according to the writer were presented to make readers understand the message 
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they want to convey, but when the opposite happens, readers often don’t 
understand the symbols. 
The word “symbol” comes fro m the Greek “symbol” which means 
contact, taken, insignia, and means of identification. Symbol is meant as anything 
that communicates a fact or an idea that stand for an object. Symbol is anything 
that means of something else usually something abstract such as an idea or belief, 
Goan (1997: 20). 
Harmon and Holman also said if “a symbol is an image that evokes an 
objective, concrete reality and prompts that reality to suggest another level of 
meaning” ( 2005:510). Based on these passages, symbols are often present to 
convey a meaning from something indirectly, like an example of a sword held by 
a character in a story, can be interpreted as a struggle or self-defense. 
Gill Richard explains that a symbol could be defined that a symbol is a 
word that stands for, or points to, a reality beyond itself and symbols often share 
in the reality for which they stand. Sunrise, for instance, is often used for a symbol 
of new beginning. That example helps us to see something else instance of the sun 
itself. 
The symbols can be a kind of other, from an egg to background stories 
such as the same object type, the physical substance, shape, movement, color, 
sound, or fragrance ( Stanton, 2007:64). More clearly Stanton states, in 
symbolism can bring three effects, each one which depends on how the symbol is 
used: first, a symbol that appears in an important event in the story shows the 
meaning of the event. Second, one symbol that is displayed repeatedly reminds us 
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some constant elements in the story universe, and finally a symbol that appears in 
different contexts will help in finding themes. In the Alchemist, Coelho 
specifically uses the symbols alchemist as the meaning of delivering the message. 
F. Novel 
Novel is a long story about imaginary character and also said a fiction. 
Peck  and  Coyle (1984) argued that the story in the novel is almost a parable, a 
tale that  makes a point, but in producing a novel the writer complicates the basic 
story by  the addition of a great deal of detail. A novel is not only written to  
develop the  hobby in writing to entertain the reader, but there are some important 
things that  must be taken. The important thing about their novel is the message 
they preach (Peck and Coyle, 1984). 
G. Synopsis 
Santiago, grows up with poor parents who struggled their whole lives to 
send him to seminary. But Santiago has a strong desire to travel the world, and so 
his father gives him three ancient Spanish coins to buy a flock of sheep. As a 
shepherd, he spends several years traveling the countryside of Andalusia in 
southern Spain, enjoying the care free and adventurous life of a wandered.     
When he arrives in the Tarifah, the port before the town where the girl 
lives, he first decided to go to gypsy fortune teller to help him decipher a recurring 
dream that he had been having. Santiago dream twice that a child is playing with 
his sheep and then takes him by the hand brings him to the pyramid of Egypt to 
show him the location of a hidden treasure. But Santiago always wakes up just 
before the child is going to reveal to him the exact location of the treasure. 
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 At first, the boy does not mind what the gypsy says, but when an old 
man, who calls himself Melchizedeck, the king of Salem, tells him that it is his 
personal Legend or his purpose to live, he is interested. Melchizedeck tells him a 
wonderful story about a man who found true happiness by fulfilling his Personal 
Legend. The king gives the boy two stones, Urim and Thummin, one black and 
the other white, the black meaning “yes” and the white “no”. 
The Arab merchant says that it is a good omen, as business had declined 
and the boy had attracted two customers, and hires the boy. Santiago learns that 
every person’s fate is written, and that there is a Language of the Word 
(unspoken) learned partly by his dealings with his sheep. 
After almost a year, the boy decides to leave the crystal shop he has 
enough money to buy a flock of sheep twice the size of the one he had before, and 
since he has learned Arabic, can sell to Arabic merchants too. But he never buys a 
single sheep. 
When it arrives in the Oasis, the caravan is welcomed and told that it will 
not be permitted to proceed further, because of tribal wars. There is an Alchemist 
watching the caravan enter and things that the omens had told him his disciple 
was arriving with this caravan. Santiago help the Englishman look for the 
Achemist. He meets a desert women named Fatimah who tells group where the 
alchemist lives. 
When Santiago arrives at the pyramid he falls to his knees and cries, 
where his tears have fallen he sees a Scarab Beetle digging in the sand, an omen. 
Santiago starts digging in the sand but finds nothing, thieves come and steal his 
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gold and beat him up. Santiago gives up hope, but the robber tells him that he is 
stupid to have traveled so far. 
Santiago, who slept in this very same church at the beginning of his 
adventures, goes back to the monk to get money for the return trip and finds the 
treasure, a chest of Spanish gold coins. He laughs at the strange way gold had 
chosen to show him his treasure. 
Biography of  Paulo Coelho 
Paulo  Coelho  was  born  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  in  1947,  Brazil, the city 
where he now lives. His own life has in many ways been as varied and unusual as 
the protagonist of his internationally acclaimed novels. Like them, he has 
followed a dream in a quest for fulfillment. 
His own dream, to be a writer, met with frustration throughout much of 
his early adult life, a time in while he worked at various professions, some of 
them materially rewarding, but spiritually unfulfilling. “ I always knew” he says, 
that may Personal Legend, to use a term from alchemy was to write. He was 38 
when he published his first book (The Alchemist). 
In 1970, after deciding that law school was not for him, he traveled 
through much of South America, North Africa, Mexico, and Europe. Returning to 
Brazil after two years, he began a successful career as a popular songwriter. In 
1974, he was imprisoned for a short time by the military dictatorship then ruling 
in Brazil. In 1980, he experienced one of the defining moments of his life. 





METHODOLOGY OF RESEARCH 
 
This  chapter  focused  on  method  of  research,  data  sources,  instrument  of  the  
research,  procedure  of  data  collection,  and  technique  of  data  analysis. 
A. Method of  Research 
  Based on the novel the Alchemist which is full of symbols, the writer 
will examine the work with the Pierce’s theory and use to analyze of symbols that 
exist in the novel. 
Literary work is a reflection of thought, feeling, and desires the author 
through language. Language itself is not just any language, but a typical language, 
which is a language that contains signs or semiotics ( Endraswara, 2003:64). 
Figures according to Abrams are peoples featured in a narrative work, or 
drama, which readers are interpreted to have moral quality and certain tendencies 
as expressed in speech and what is done in action ( Nurgiyantoro, 2005:165). 
B. Sources of  Data 
The data of this study are words and sentences. The data source is a  215 
page  novel of Paulo Coelho is  The Alchemist (translated by Alan R. Clarke), 
published in 1993 in New York. 
C. Procedure of Data Analysis 
These are  the  procedures  which  will be  done  in collecting the data: 
1. The writer will read quickly the whole story in the novel.  
14 
 
2. The writer will  read  the  novel  to  identify  the symbol of dream  in  
the  novel  dealing  with  the  problem.  
3. And the writer will interpret frequent of symbols that appears in the 
novel.  
D. Technique of Data Analysis 
The  technique  that  will be  used  by  the  writer  to  analyze  novel 
Symbol  of  Dream  on  Santiago’s  Life  In  The  Alchemist  By  Paulo Coelho 



















FINDING AND DISCUSSION 
 
A. Findings 
In this part of the research, the writer presented the result of the research 
about the semiotics analysis of the novel the alchemist. After reading the novel 
repeatedly and carefully, the writer found some signs in the novel. The data that a 
writer found in the novel consists of several types of sign including icons, 
indexes, and also symbols. 
In this research, the data that were found in the novel already analyzed 
used Peirce’s theory about semiotics. 
        The details of the data can be shown in the following table: 
NO    Kind  of  Sign           Symbol        Page 
1 Icon 1. The Crystal 
Merchant 
        17 
 
          
 
2 Index 1. The Wind           14 
          
3 Symbol 1. A shepherd 
2. Melchizedek; 
King of Salem 
           9 




3. An Old Gypsy 
Woman 
4. The Stone 
5. The Personal 
Legend 
6. The Sword 
7. The Soul of The 
World 
8. Fatima 
9. The Alchemist 
10. Egyptian 
Pyramid 
         20 
 
         35 
         42 
 
          56 
         64  
 
          89 
         157 
         225 
 
So, from the data above the writer took only icons, indexes, and symbols as 
the focus of the research. The icons, indexes, and symbols that are 
expressed in novel the alchemist. 
B. Discussion 
In this discussion, the writer identified the data which were taken from 
the novel The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho using theory of Pierce as technique of 
data analysis. In Pierce’s theory the symbol are divided into three part; icon, 
index, and symbol. Beside classifying the symbol, the writer also described the 




1. The Crystal Merchant 
At the time Santiago suffered his first misfortune, namely when lost his 
money, after walking aimlessly, he then entered a crystal shop and then worked in 
that place for several month to get the money again. 
“ Even if you cleaned my crystal for entire year. Even if you 
earned a good commission selling every piece, you would still 
have to borrow money to get to Egypt. There are thousand of 
kilometers of desert between here and there.” ( Coelho, 1988: 
64 ) 
   And after a long silence, he added, “ I need money to buy 
some sheep. 
The excerpt above is the first test Santiago received in undergoing the 
purpose of his life. On the analyzes of sign types, crystals are a symbol of science 
valuable because it is able to awaken the soul to the basic about life. Santiago 
many things to learns from him, so comes the following statement from the crystal 
merchant: I’m proud of you, he said. “ you brought a new feeling into my crystal 
merchant shop. But you know that I’m not going to go to Mecca. Just as you know 
that you are not going to buy your sheep.”. 
From the statement the crystal merchant made Santiago back to its 
original destination, towards Egypt and realize its repeated dreams. 
b. Index 
1. The Wind 
18 
 
The wind in the novel the alchemist is a symbol that the writer means as 
a change of life experienced by Santiago and also a sense of being flaring up in 
santiago’s heart. 
This wind always appears when Santiago is being feel his feelings, 
thinking of if Santiago will enter something new in the course of his life. Wind 
perceived by his for the first presence by Santiago was the Levanter wind. 
The wind began to pick up. He knew that wind people called 
it the levanter, because on it Moors had come from the  
levanter at the eastern and of Mediterranean. 
The excerpt above is an initial description of how the wind signifies a 
inner conflict experienced by Santiago. They can only perceived presence by 
humans without knowing how it looks. Especially the wind, according to the 
author because of its very subtle nature, then he can anywhere on this earth. Wind 
levanter beside the bring changes to santiago’s life, also bring it to love. 
Santiago’s journey with the wind finally brought him face to face the wind it self, 
where he must be able to turn himself into the wind. And also the wind that is 
interpreted as a feeling by the author, is indeed difficult for restrained or dammed. 
If he appears, it can be fun in the form of a refreshing or unpleasant breeze in the 
form of a hot wind which hurts the skin. 
A significant wind of change in Santiago’s life happened again when 
Santiago met the alchemist, but this time he did not know the type of wind what 
hit it, suddenly he heard a thundering sound, and he was thrown to the ground by 
a wind such as he had never known. 
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In passage with underlined sentences, the wind is unknown by this 
Santiago signifies if he will enter a journey of life which he couldn’t predict 
before. 
At the end of his efforts to become a wind, finally nature conspires to 
turn it into wind, where it is known as the Simum wind. According to the author is 
the maximum blowing is the wind’s happy expression towards Santiago who 
managed to plunge in universe, which was introduced in the novel story bas the 
soul of the world. 
The moment was a celebration of santiago’s success in his efforts turning 
itself into the wind. The conversation with the wind while carrying change in 
Santiago. When he is can to do it, even argue with the wind, Santiago actually 
turns into a human who can cooperate with nature. 
c. Symbol 
1. A Shepherd 
The first word to be discussion means shepherd who obeys the author, is 
a symbol of the human heart then sheep are livestock is a symbol of human 
desires. Literally the author interpreted the word shepherd in meaningful 
Indonesian shepherd, then in the dictionary oxford shepherd is a person who looks 
after sheep. Whereas in the big Indonesian dictionary the shepherd is a guard or 
keeper in charge of livestock. 
He saw to it that all the sheep entered through the ruined 
gate, and then laid some planks across it to prevent the flock 
from wandering away during the night. There were no wolves 
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in the region, but once an animal had strayed during the 
night, and the boy had to spend the entire next day searching 
for it. 
Based on the quotes above, it can be seen how Santiago keeps and raising 
livestock. It’s the same as humans, if they don’t can maintain and keeper his heart 
so he will easily get lost. So for globally the writer means shepherd is a human 
heart that keeps and maintains the lust which is an a small, human heart is a 
reflection from the heart of Santiago itself. 
Therefore the function of the human heart is great or the shepherd is a 
symbol in the text, to determine life’s for sake achieving desire without getting the 
obstacles that make him run aground. 
 As the Alchemist said to Santiago, 
        Listen to your heart, it knows all things, because it came 
from the soul of the world and it will one day return there. 
The trading indicates how the heart is very influential in the achievement 
of Santiago in the treasure in his dream even in the event that the conflict occurs 
between the continuation of the trip or not. 
 
2. Melchizedek; King of Salem 
On half of his journey, Santiago was disappointed because he didn’t get 
answers to how he could reach the Egyptian pyramid, then met an old man, the 
man named Melchizedek and confessed that he is The King of Salem. 
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This old man told Santiago about personal legend. The king also knows 
the secret things from Santiago: 
        The old man leaned over, picked up a stick, and began 
to write in the sand of the plaza. 
        There, in the sand of the plaza of that small city, the boy 
read the names of his father and his mother and the name of 
the seminary he had attended. He read the name if the 
merchant’s daughter, which he hadn’t even known, and he 
read things he had never told anyone. 
Based on the quote above, Santiago began to pay attention again his 
dream and then began his journey. The king of Salem met with Santiago, 
according to the author is a symbol of the savior. 
He regrow the spirit to realize Santiago’s dream of being reality. Salem 
which comes from Arabic, in Indonesian means salvation, then the king also is the 
rule or power itself. So, if combined to be someone who is powerful or dominates 
and has the power to save. 
3. An old Gypsy Woman 
An old gypsy woman in the text, acting as fortune teller who was asked 
by Santiago to translate his dream again. Santiago has a slightly negative 
impression on the old woman. 
Apart from the role given as a fortune teller, the author argues that this 
gypsy astrologer actually has an influential meaning to the realization of 
Santiago’s dream or not. The author interpreted this gypsy fortune teller as a 
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satanic whisper that affected Santiago, so that he discouraged to achieve his 
dream. Even though he requested payment for his consultation to Santiago, he did 
not give a satisfactory answer to Santiago about how he can realize his dream. 
        So the boy was disappointed; he decided that he would 
never again believe in dreams. 
The information above is proof of how the author interpreted the gypsy 
fortune teller it was a satanic whisper. As a result of his visit to the fortune teller, 
Santiago no longer thought about his dream and distracted him on other things 
that he thinks are more important. 
4. The Stone 
The stone by the writer is considered a symbolic of a high spirit. The 
stone given by king of Salem to Santiago is a strong spirit that can be used as the 
Santiago for the trip or treasure. 
The stones there are two pieces, introduced by the name Urim and 
Thumim, with black stones indicating “yes” and the colored stones white indicates 
“no”. 
They are called Urim and Thumim. The black signifies 
“yes”and the white “no”. when you are unable to read the 
omens, they will help you to do so. Always ask an objective 
question. 




Beside that, enthusiasm often it comes not from human beings, but from 
something outside of humans that which can be in the form of advice, support, 
prayer, or even experience and sharing Santiago. The spirit arises from objects in 
the form of stone. For that why Santiago is considered to need the stone by king 
of Salem.  
“So he asked if the old man’s blessing was still with him. He 
took out one of the stones. It was “yes”. 
From the statement above, it is evident that even though inanimate 
objects, the stones can giving enthusiasm to Santiago and at the 
same time reassuring him from the misfortune he suffered. 
5. Personal Legend 
Personal legend which is in the Indonesian language of legenda pribadi, 
according to the writer is a symbol of the purpose of life. Personal legend always 
present repeatedly in the text of the novel so, according to the author it is has to do 
with the journey made by Santiago to the Egyptian pyramid. 
The concept of ideals for the first time is still very shaped simple and 
tend to be something that attracts the most attention. Here is the personal legend 
of Santiago when it first formed, “He had studied Latin, Spanish, and theology. 
But ever since he had been child, he wanted to know the world and this was much 
more important to him than knowing of god and learning about man’s sins”. 
The world for Santiago is very interesting especially he lived and 
grew up in a village that was often visited by peoples from outside 
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his village,        “people from all over the world have passed 
through this village, son,” said his father. 
Then after becoming a shepherd, his personal legend began developing. 
Santiago did manage to become a good shepherd for two years, and he can feel 
the energy that connects his life with the sheep. Since then his personal legend has 
evolved unnoticed, santiago’s personal legend began to appear when he meet a 
person old man named Melchizedek who claimed to be the king of salem. 
The old man tell Santiago how to reach the Egyptian pyramid. Slowly but 
surely, Santiago began to form its second personal legend with take on various 
obstacles and at the same time get new lessons about life. 
So, the personal legend symbol that is in interpreted by the author as a 
destination life is one of the important elements that creates the story of travel 
Santiago. 
6. The Sword 
The misfortune that was first suffered by Santiago when it came on 
Africa, he is betrayed by someone who will help him with take money from his 
journey as smoothly. And this the happened because Santiago is disabled by the 
Sword:“ suddenly, there in the midst of all that confusion, he saw the most 
beautiful sword he had ever seen.” 
So the beautiful sword until Santiago lost his concentration to the person 
who brought his money. According to the author, the sword other than as a 
diversion as well as a symbol that is meaningful inner conflict from Santiago. The 
reason, because in the following quote implied by Santiago’s intention to leave 
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the personal legend line, as a start the occurrence of the conflict, The boy 
promised himself that, when he returned from Egypt, he would buy that sword. 
Promise was uttered by Santiago when he saw the sword, the writer 
indicate as deviating from the Santiago personal legend from the track really it. 
The sword was present when he was in the middle of his personal legend 
and the desire to buy it, even though he would perform his promise after he 
achieved his goal. So he became half desperate between continuing his journey to 
Egypt or trying to get the money again 
7. The Soul of the World 
The Soul of world is a symbol of the soul of the life of universe. 
According to Melchizedek, the soul of the world is nourished by people’s 
happiness. And also by unhappiness, envy and jealousy. 
The author complained the above quotes as a unity of the sense in the 
human being forming the power that made people had to perform its life goals. 
The soul of world related to the heart, because it is an element that supports and 
influence in the realization of the personal legend. 
The soul of world or buana soul is the most important symbol in the 
alchemist novel, because Santiago can get his personal legend after he knows and 
feels how the shape of the form buana soul it. 
        “An ancient philosophical concept found in the thought 
of many cultures and places that have never had any contract 
between them. Century after century and in a multitude of 
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forms, it makes its appearance in those fragments of the 
highest human thought that we possess( Trenor, 2009:1). 
It is a concept found in various cultures in various parts the world, which 
are not related, but have one concept same but difficult to make name. To get the 
understanding, Coelho use Santiago as an intermediary. This symbol follows 
Santiago from Tangier until he is in the pyramid. 
Santiago who at the beginning of the suffering out of the seminary and 
wanted to venture, assumed that he said it was more important than knowing of 
god and studied human sins. Something he never though before, Santiago was 
only focused on his dream so that the soul of the world reminded hem, who 
according to author the soul of world of the middle as of not immediately say to 
Santiago.  
According to the article I found, the written by Vaughan-lee, that only 
alchemist are capable of guiding humans toward the soul of the world. These the 
alchemist who managed to find out the connection between Buana soul and that is 
in human being. The union of the two souls it makes people wise and more 
appreciative of knowledge. 
8. Fatimah 
Fatima in the novel the alchemist appears when Santiago is inside the 
mission helped the Englishman look for the alchemist. It presence is a symbol of 
love, which is very influential on Santiago. He is very luckily a wise person, if not 
then a travel story Santiago will definitely be different. 
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Here Fatima as a symbol of love means a reminder that only with the 
love of dreams or desires can be achieved. 
At this stage also acts as one of the examiners for Santiago’s persistence 
to remain on track. Santiago had thought to stop heading the Egyptian pyramid 
only he felt that Fatima was more meaningful than the pyramid. Instantly the 
presence of Fatima reminded him of everything he has lived, and specially in his 
dreams. He is more prioritizing Fatima more than anything. 
At this moment, Fatima tried to remind his that the boys dream was more 
important of her. And the author agrees with the attitude taken by Fatima against 
Santiago, because according to the author love exists in this world to make of 
humans get the better. In the end, the meeting of Santiago and Fatima made him 
understand that “ because when we love, always strive to become better than we 
are now.” 
9. The Alchemist 
The symbol of the alchemist is almost the same as Melchizedek, the king 
of Salem, is someone who has the power to save a savior. He drove Santiago 
toward pyramid, where his dream, he is also able to transform himself into wind, 
and can also convert lead and copper into gold. 
The alchemist teaches Santiago to act in learning something and listen to 
his heart. The teachings given the alchemist in Santiago, at the peak is able or can 
to change Santiago to be a wind. And also give the Englishman to him that its true 
life really is generous to those who persuade their personal legend. 
28 
 
Life will help by mobilizing everything he has to help Santiago and other 
humans, if they want to fight and trying to realize the purpose of his life. A life’s 
change of life is influenced by the person or not to do. Changes are always 
expected to be better, because that is what people want to live. 
10. The Egyptian pyramid 
Egyptian pyramid is the place of destination Santiago to realize his legal 
personal legend. Pyramid are a symbol of the majesty of the Egyptian nation, is an 
extraordinary human work and only with sincerity and sacrifice then the pyramid 
can be realized. 
The Egyptian pyramid in the text of the novel the Alchemist is a symbol 
has two sides, the first is the negative side which is the symbol of strength devil 
who is misleading. And the second is the positive side where it is symbol of the 
universe of humans. 
On the negative side of the reason is that when Santiago finally arrived at 
the Egyptian pyramid, the according to his dream he would get the treasure he 
dreamed of it turned out to be a treasure, but it not there. 
        Throughout the night, the boy dug at the place he had chosen, 
but nothing found. He felt weighted down by the centuries of the 
time since the pyramids had been built. 
The passage above is the time when Santiago has been struggling to 
reach Egyptian pyramids for his property nothing found. Pyramid are identical to 
symbol used by freemasons as an interpretation of form the strong and invincible, 
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because it is a guided form or taught directly by god Lucifer ( Tasmara, 1999: 
111). 
Santiago was fascinated by the majesty and fame of the Egyptian 
pyramid, because according to the author may be he had heard stories about the 
pyramid when he attended seminary. In addition, the famous Egyptian pyramid 
with its mystery, according to same sources it is the tomb of the people the 
pharaoh which besides saving treasure is also priceless save the accompanying 
curse. 
On the positive side, the author sees the Egyptian pyramid as a symbol of 
the universe human, based on a book written by Max Toth, the writer get on the 
internet through articles written by Warren: 
Max Toth in his book pyramid writes about the base of the pyramid 
and its points. He states:….the sides of the great pyramid, facing 
the four cardinal points, signify extremities of dark and light and 
the extremes of cold and heat. The base of the pyramid further 
represent to the student the four material elements of nature from 
which the body of man is formed; air, water, fire, soil,. The face of 
the pyramid, being a triangle signifies the triune within every 
object in nature. 
The excerpt of the article above according to the author is quite clear if it 
is used as the basis above the analysis that the author did on the Egyptian pyramid 
as a symbol of the universe of human. 
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Santiago is directed towards the Egyptian pyramid by his dream, nothing 
else is to study its existence as a human being. As we know, that the history of the 
Egyptian pyramid was built as a tomb for the kings of Egypt. Although in other 
words the building is a cemetery, it has become public secret if in the building is 
storing treasure. 
And this thing about to the author along with what Santiago learned from 
the alchemist during their journey to the pyramid. Even though he just learned one 
of element that is air, but that was enough to make him understand universe. 
Another function of the Egyptian pyramid is as a tomb, according to the author 
also has a meaning related to Santiago’s journey. 
Since he was decided to realize his dream, Santiago experienced several 
times things that almost took his life. And these things make it more focused and 
ready to accept reality in the future. Another thing the most important thing for the 
author is that the Egyptian pyramid can also be as meaningful a reminder that the 
circle of human life will the and when death comes, and humans must be prepared 











CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
 
This chapter provides conclusion and suggestion. In conclusion, it gives 
some summaries or some points after analyzing the novel the Alchemist by Paulo 
Coelho. It also gives suggestion for the readers and literature studied. 
A. CONCLUSION 
Having analyzed the novel, the researcher concludes there are at least 12 
symbols identified in the alchemist. Those symbols are divided into 3 groups 
which consist of 1 icon, 1 index, and also 10 symbols of things among; The 
crystal merchant, The wind, A shepherd, Melchizedek king of Salem, An old 
Gypsy woman, The Stone, The personal legend, The sword, The soul of the 
world, Fatima, The alchemist, and The Egyptian Pyramid. Used of the theory 
semiotics as a theory of analytical approach proved to be able to dissect symbols 
existing, even though the author only analyzes the main of the symbols, but that is 
enough to help in the processes of understanding novel to reading it. 
The symbols contained in the novel the alchemist, according to the 
author is also one of the ways used by authors to form the story becomes more 
interesting. 
The Alchemist begins with a tragic story of a young man which became 
known as a psychiatric illness. But behind the story tragically there is an 
explanation for why this happened. 
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Apart from that , as a reader, the writer conclude that life depends on 
what we understand, and how we view it. Life also processes human beings 
become more valuable and useful for themselves and their environment. 
The Alchemist ultimately leads humans to understand truth and true of 
god, because human are often only know god as a name. because god is abstract 
this is the Alchemist talks about it with the symbols directed at identity god and 
how people live their lives. 
In addition, the presence of these symbols according to the author has a 
specific purpose, one of which can captured by the author is to teach the reader 
not to underestimate the small things that happen in life; that with paying attention 
to these little things is better than observing the big ones, but small ones, not 
necessarily all human can know it.. 
 
B. SUGGESTION 
From the conclusion, some suggestion that can be pointed here as follow: 
1. After the writer had analyzed the whole of the symbol on theory 
Pierce’s about icon, index, and symbol in Paulo Coelho’s novel” 
The Alchemist”, the writer hopes to other researchers who want to 
analyze literary works such as prose, poetry, or novel to show the 
aspects of the symbol. 
2. The writer hopes to researchers who want to analyze the symbol to 
show what the symbol of the author used in his other works. 
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3. The writer hopes also to the next researchers in order to be able to 
research the symbol of the alchemist not just to novel or poetry, but 
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